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Newsletter 
Term 5 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation  
 

           
 

This week the children have received another visit from Sharon Stevenson who represents The Whale and Dolphin 

Conservation. Oak class enjoyed an afternoon working with Sharon and discussing the issues of pollution and in 

particular the amount of plastic that is in the ocean. It was shocking to learn, that every year between 4.8 and 

12.7 million tons of plastic is disgarded in our oceans. The children discovered that if the trend continues like this, 

plastic will outweigh fish by the year 2050!  

As a result, the school council is currently discussing this issue with the intention of seeing what we can do to raise 

awareness and support for The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Group. This is Sharon’s second visit and we are 

planning a third vist in term 6. 

Swainswick Family Breakfast 
 

       
 

The introduction of the ‘Swainswick Family Breafast’ is a great success. It really is a lovely, gentle and nurturing 

way to start the day, which further strengthens relationships between pupils and all staff members. As well as a 

tasty breafast, it is an opportunity for children to discuss anything that is on their mind. Mrs Robinson-Bane makes 

a special effort to make it extra homely.  It is from 7.45am to 8.30am but please get here before 8.15am. In 

addition, there is no comminiment. We are very flexiable and parents and pupils can just turn up on the day. So 

please keep this in mind for those busy mornings when the world is spinning too quickly. All we need to do now is 

stop Mr Swarbrooke eating all the honey hoops! 
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Welcome to the Week! 
 

  
 

The ‘Welcome-to-Week’ information is now available on the school website. This will enable you to talk about the 

items with your children. Please find time to discuss the ‘Learning-to-Learn’ focus for the week and also to share 

any thoughts or ideas relating to the events, visitors, music or Christian Values.   

 

Weekly Greetings 
We are now keeping our ‘Welcome–to-Week’ greeting for 

two weeks. This was requested by the children so that 

they can embed the greeting and have more time in class 

to learn about the country and the culture. 

 

Story of the Week 
We have recently purchased ‘Good Night Stories for 

Rebel Girls’ and ‘Stories for Boys who Dare to be 

Different’. These wonderful books inspire children with 

100 stories of heroic women and men who have made the 

world a better place, through compassion, generosity and 

self-belief. We are reading and discussing these stories 

in assembly, Collective Worship and in class. In each of the stories, we are identifying our Christian Values. The 

children are really enjoying the books and we recommend them for home reading too. 
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Our Christian Values 
 

 

Each term we will now send home a ‘Home School Values’  challenge 

sheet. This is a simple prompt sheet for you to discuss the focus 

value with your child and enable you to engage and support. 

 

Through our Christian values and strong partnership between 

children, parents, staff, governors and the wider community, we 

understand that children must be happy to become confident 

learners.  

 

This strong ethos permeates school life and the emphasis on 

increasing our children’s awareness of our ‘values’ is a significant 

factor in enhancing the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development.  

 
 

This term our Christian focus is ‘Friendship’.  We have been discussing what makes a good 

friend? How do we choose a friend? Are we good friends to others? Please see the attached 

prompt sheet. 

 

Walk to School Week 
 
 

If you are not already aware National Walk to School Week 2018 is 

taking place this year between 21st- 25th May. The country-wide event 

is a fantastic opportunity to engage your child in the benefits of active 

travel. 

 

Many families will be walking from either the end of Innox Lane or the 

corner of Bailbrook Lane and Gloucester Road.  

 

In addition, if you are interested in walking to school on a regular basis, 

many families already meet at 8.10am on Bailbrook Lane and Gloucester 

Road on a Thursday.  
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Year 6 Drama Workshop at the Egg Theatre  
 

  
 

Year 6 recently enjoyed a trip to the Egg Theatre in Bath to see a performance of Romeo and Juliet. After the 

performance the children were able to meet the cast and ask them about the play and their profession. The 

children were then treated to a drama workshop to demonstrate their acting talents - which they thoroughly 

enjoyed.  

 

Parental Support 
  

As teachers, we would like to say thank you for your parental support and engagement in your child’s learning. As 

you are aware a strong partnership between parents and the school is of vital importance to your child’s education. 

In addition to open sessions and curriculum workshops the school plans to introduce class assemblies. This will 

provide opportunities for the children to present to parents and share their learning.   

 

Open Sessions 

We will again be holding our regular open sessions. This is an opportunity for you to observe and participate in some 

of the strategies that are being used in the classroom. 

  

Class Date Time 

Apple 24th May 9am – 9.30am 

Hazel 23rd May 9am – 9.30am 

Oak 22nd May 9am – 9.30am 

 

Home Learning 

As you are aware, with the introduction of the new curriculum, age related expectations have increased and 

teachers really appreciate your support. By helping your child with appropriate amounts of meaningful and 

engaging homework, we can support, promote and inspire the children.  

Benefits include: 

- Preparation for secondary school 

- Consolidation of concepts taught in class 

- Engagement of parents in pupils work 
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Across school, we ask that you help us by doing the following:   

Reading  

Reading underpins all areas of the curriculum. Children therefore 

need to try and read at home 5 times a week and a minimum for 

10 minutes at a time. This can be individual reading or shared 

reading, for example a bedtime story.  

We would like to ask parents to record the title of the book and 

pages read in the children’s reading records. Years 5 and 6 can 

independently record this information. If you child has lost their 

reading record, please let their class teacher know. 

  

English, Mathematics and topic-tasks 

Depending on which class your child is in – the type and amount of homework will vary. Please see your class 

webpage for information. 

  

Good homework habits to try with your children: 

- Find a quiet place at home to use as a homework area. It needs a flat surface, a good light source and the 

right equipment e.g. pens, pencils, ruler. 

-  Create a homework timetable and agree on when your child will do their homework (this is particularly 

important for Year 6 children in preparation for secondary school).  

- Discuss any homework tasks with your child and how it connects with what they are studying at school. 

- Turn off the TV, but you could have music on if they find it helpful. 

-  Don’t give your child the answer in order to get a task finished. Instead, explain how to look up information 

or find a word in a dictionary. 

- Don’t let homework become a chore. Keep it fun and make it a special time that you both look forward to. 

 If you have any questions or need some advice please speak to your class teacher. 

 

Attendance 
Congratulations - Well done to Oak Class who had the highest attendance last 

week with 98.1% attendance! 
Reminder - If your child is not well and unable to attend school please ring and 

let the office know. Also if there are exceptional circumstances and you need 

to request an authorised absence, please complete an authorisation request 

form from the office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Start of the day 
Please ensure children arrive on time for the start of the school day. Children need to be on the school playground for 8.55am 

when the school bell rings. Arriving late to school, by even a few minutes, impacts on the children’s start of the day and can 

have a significant impact on their morning learning and that of others. 
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School Dates Term 5 & 6 
 

Date Event 

Friday 4th May Oak Class – Outdoor Curriculum 

Monday 7th May Bank Holiday Monday 

Thursday 10th  Café Swainswick 

Friday 11th May Apple & Hazel Class – Outdoor Curriculum 

Friday 11th May Parent Social at The Oriel Hall – 8pm   

Monday 14th May KS2 SAT’s week 

Wednesday 16th May Hearing test – Reception 

Friday 18th May Oak Class – Outdoor Curriculum 

Thursday 24th May Woolley Spring time festival – more details to follow 

Thursday 24th May Café Swainswick – Pimms on the lawn with ‘Friends’ 

Friday 25th May Last day of term 5 -  Apple & Hazel Class – Outdoor Curriculum 

Thursday 7th June Café Swainswick 

Tuesday 12th June  Apple Class – Sports festival  

Wednesday 13th June  School Council Parliament in Keynsham  

Thursday 14th June Yr6 Bath Iron  

Friday 15th June Castle Comb Cycling – evening  

Tuesday 19th June  Pilgrim Day  

Wednesday 20th  Apple and Hazel Transition Meeting for parents  

Saturday 23rd June School Fete  

Wednesday 27th June Hazel to Oak Transition Meeting for parents  

Thursday 28TH June New Parent Induction 

Friday 29th June Sports Day 1 

Monday 2nd July  Y5 & Y6 PGL – Residential  

Tuesday 3rd July Y5 & Y6 PGL – Residential 

Wednesday 4th July Y5 & Y6 PGL – Residential 

Friday 6th July  Sports Day 2 

Tuesday 10th July  Open Evening  

Thursday 12th July  Transition morning for pupils  

Friday 13th July Wine Tasting 

Friday 19th July  Leavers Assembly  

Friday 19th July  Café Swainswick  

 

 

 

 


