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Newsletter 
Term 2  

             Merry Christmas Swainswick!     
The Nativity 

 

         
   

The nativity was wonderful! Well done to all the children who worked extremely hard to bring the magic of the 

nativity to the church last week. I think you will agree, all three performances were fantastic. The acting, readings, 

percussion and amazing singing made the whole community feel very proud indeed. Can I take this opportunity to 

thank all the staff at Swainswick and the parent helpers who worked so hard. 

The Christmas Fete 
Thank you to everybody who helped out at the Christmas Fete. It was a lovely opportunity to 

socialise with everyone outside of school. Everybody arrived with such beaming smiles and bags of 

generosity that we really do appreciate. We managed to raise an incredible £2852!  

In addition, the ‘buy a brick for the new build’ has so far raised an amazing £2,640! This is a superb 

achievement. Our target of £4,000 is in sight – if you wish to donate please contact ‘Friends’. We 

are overwhelmed by the generosity of the community. Thank you very much indeed. 

Global Citizenship 
 As you are aware, the school works hard to discuss and educate the children 

about global issues that effect the world. For example: working with the Whale 

and Dolphin Conservation, Bath Bee Association, Amnesty International, 

Greenpeace, Bath Cats and Dogs home, Oriel Lodge, our cultural events calandar,  

a different cultural greeting each week etc. We have created a new page on the 

school website called Global Citizens that gathers all of our exciting activities – 

please take a look. 

The school is now working towards our Global Citizienship award. This initative is 

being led by Miss Hitchcock and the school Council. 
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Amnesty International 

     
 

Last week, Hazel and Oak had an inspirational assembly, led by Natalie Oria, on Amnesty International. The 

children learnt all about the universal declaration of rights and how it came to be written in 1948 – covering 

how millions of people had perished in the 2nd world war and that many countries were deeply divided by racism 

and military oppression. The children learnt how 48 countries of the united nations had come together and 

decided that enough was enough. Natalie led a thoroughly engaging discussion on the 30 rights and freedoms 

and how the children can help keep this discussion alive. The school, in particular upper key stage 2, will be 

working with Natalie and Amnesty International next term.  

Greenpeace 
Thank you to Betty in Y6 who did a wonderful 

presentation on the work of Green Peace In particular the 

issue of palm oil plantations at the expense and 

destruction of thousands upon thousands of square miles 

of forestry.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Oak Class Bring & Buy for Children in 

Need  
Well done to Oak class for organising and holding a ‘bring and buy 

sale’ in order to raise money for Children in Need. A staggering 

£96.20 was raised!   

  

Ofsted on Curriculum 
Last week, I attended an inspirational Ofsted conference in Exeter on the curriculum. As you 

may be aware, Ofsted are changing their inspection framework. One of the main changes will be 

a move away from outcomes and an emphasis on how schools implement the national curriculum. Schools are 

being asked to think carefully about how they go about inspiring children to increase their knowledge and 

understanding of the world and historical events. We are looking forward to reviewing our already creative 

curriculum. 
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Building Update  
 

  
 

The Building Committee recently met with the architects and project managers of the new build. The children 

were delighted to have the opportunity to interview the builders. They were particularly pleased to hear that, 

although the site is difficult, there had been no major disruptions and that the project was still on course to be 

completed by the end of February. The builders were happy to hear that children, their families and the village 

were coping very well.  

The building committee have been given the responsibility of researching the children’s opinions regarding the 

colour scheme of the new toilets. The whole school will be voting on the final decision. 
 

Musical Tuesdays 
 

 

The school now devotes Tuesday afternoons to music. Mrs 

Watts, our music specialist, is a talented teacher with high 

expectations. Having purchased 30 ukuleles, 30 glockenspiels 

and 30 djembe drums every child is now given weekly 

opportunities to develop their musical skills.  

Mrs Watts is also challenging the pupils in whole school singing 

and choir. A recent visit from the school’s improvement 

officer commented on the superb provision. 
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Side Grass Project 
 

The ‘Side-Grass’ project is complete and being enjoyed by all the 

children. The new outside classroom is fantastic. We would like to 

take this opportunity to say a huge thank-you for the fund raising 

that took place last year.  

It is wonderful to look back at the children’s designs and scaled 

models that they made in DT and to actually see the structures built 

and being enjoyed. Please do take a wonder along and see for 

yourself.  
 

 

Outstanding Services to Sport – Mr Rouse 

 
We are all very proud of Mr Rouse, who has won The Outstanding Services to Sport award. Brendan has 

been sharing his expertise and teaching the children at Swainswick Primary for many years. It was lovely 

to see him get the recognition he deserves - Well done Mr Rouse! 
 

Reading Buddies 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the reading buddies (and Tango) 

that come into the school and support the children. Daily reading 1:1 in school and at 

home really does make a difference. The pupils are making great progress and are 

really enjoying their time with the parent helpers. 

 

We are always looking for more parents and grandparents to support the children. 

If you would like to volunteer to be a reading buddy please do contact the office. 

We will be holding further phonics workshops to support 

parents in the new year 
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Personal, Social, Health Education 
 

In addition to our personal, social and health education timetabled lessons, staff recently participated in further 

SCARF training and mental health awareness.  Following on from the E-Safety presentations for parents, the school 

will be holding two related workshops: 

- Emotional Health and Well-being 

- 5 ways to Well-Being 

Dates will be announced in the first weeks of January. 

 

NSPCC – Speak Out & Stay Safe Workshop 
 

Following on from the two NSPCC led 

workshops that were held in term 2, the 

supporting parent leaflet can be found 

on the school website. In addition, a 

paper copy is available at the school 

office. 

 

 

As you are aware, talking regularly with 

children about these important messages 

really can help them stay safe. 

 

Vision and Values 
At the end of term 1, the school held ‘Vision and Values’ meetings for the children, staff and parents with the intent 

of creating a new strap line for the school. Thank you to all the parents who contributed. It was lovely to hear your 

positive comments which were fed back to the all the staff.  

The school is currently considering the suggestions and will be announcing a new strap line in the New Year. Thank 

you. 

 

 

Our New School Meals 
Since changing our provider and improving the school meals, we are pleased to 

report that there has been a significant increase in the uptake where more 

children are now enjoying the freshly produced lunches: 

 

- Term 5  – an average of 146 meals were served per week  

- Term 1 – an average of 235 meals were served per week 

 

Next term’s menu has been emailed. If you require a paper copy then do please ask at the office. 
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Maths Training for Teachers 
 

      
 

 

This term, it has been a pleasure to welcome back Sarah Savage, a mathematics specialist for BANES, to work with 

the school again.  

 

Last year, Sarah worked regularly with the school on building the children’s fluency in maths and their reasoning and 

problem solving skills. She was therefore very pleased to return to the school to see the fantastic progress that the 

pupils and teachers had made. Carrying out a learning walk with Miss Hitchcock (our mathematics lead) she was 

delighted to see the children’s positive attitude to mathematics and the progress they were making. In addition, she 

remarked on how the Swainswick children are always so engaged and positive in their 

learning.  

 

This year, as part of our school improvement plan, we have identified greater depth 

in mathematics as an area to focus upon. Sarah spent time working with the teachers 

and looking at strategies and question starters to incorporate into lessons in order 

to challenge and deepen the pupil’s thinking and understanding of mathematical 

concepts.  

Question Starters Example  

 
Remembering 

o Where is…? 

o How did…? 

o Why did…? 

o Can you list…? 

o What happened after…? 

o Who was it that…? 

 

Analysing 

o Why would someone else think that…? 

o How does that compare / contrast with…? 

o What are some of the problems…? 

o What is the relationship between…and…? 

o What would you say to a person who said…? 

o What caused…? 

 

Understanding 

o What would be an example of…? 

o What is meant by…? 

o Please explain why…? 

o Can you explain in your own words…? 

o What is the main idea of…? 

o What facts or ideas show…? 

 

Evaluating 

o What is the most important…? 

o What are the strengths and weaknesses of…? 

o Do you agree or disagree with…why…? 

o If you could change one thing about…what would it be? 

o What do you think about…? 

o How would you select…? 

 

Applying 

o Where else would you see…? 

o How else would you use…? 

o Can you give a set of instructions about…? 

o What would you do if…? 

o What questions would you ask …? 

o How would you solve…? 

 

Creating 

o How many ways can you…? 

o How would you adapt…to create a different…? 

o How would you find out…? 

o Can you propose an alternative…? 

o Can you see a possible solution to…? 

o How would you improve…? 
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Parent Phonic Work Shop  
 

It was wonderful to see so many parents in Apple Class for a phonics 

workshop. Mrs Charles will be holding the next phonics session in term 3.  

 

If you missed the workshop Mrs Charles’ door is always open. 
 

 
 
 

School Improvement Visit  
 

Last week the school was visited by Mark Cox – our new school improvement officer. Mark spent time interacting 

with the pupils, looking at books, studying the data pack and the school improvement plan. In addition, he interviewed 

middle leaders about their role in school and their main priorities. It was pleasing to hear his initial assessment of 

the school was very positive - commenting on how the children were both engaged and engaging. 

 

 

Our Christian Value 
 

This term our Christian focus is ‘Trust’.  We have been discussing the importance of valuing 

someone’s trust and knowing true friends will be there to support you.  

 

 

Good Homework Habits 
- Find a quiet place at home to use as a homework area. It needs 

a flat surface, a good light source and the right equipment e.g. 

pens, pencils, ruler. 

-  Create a homework timetable and agree on when your child will 

do their homework (this is particularly important for Year 6 

children in preparation for secondary school).  

- Discuss any homework tasks with your child and how it 

connects with what they are studying at school. 

- Turn off the TV, but you could have music on if they find it 

helpful. 

-  Don’t give your child the answer in order to get a task 

finished. Instead, explain how to look up information or find a word in a dictionary. 

- Don’t let homework become a chore. Keep it fun and make it a special time that you both look forward to. 

 If you have any questions or need some advice please speak to your class teacher. 
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Attendance 
Congratulations - Well done to Oak Class who had the highest attendance so far 

this term with 96.7% attendance! 

Reminder - If your child is not well and unable to attend school please ring and let 

the office know. Also if there are exceptional circumstances and you need to 

request an authorised absence, please complete an authorisation request form 

from the office. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Start of the day 
Please ensure children arrive on time for the start of the school day. Children 

need to be on the school playground for 8.55am when the school bell rings. 

Arriving late to school, by even a few minutes, impacts on the children’s start of 

the day and can have a significant impact on their morning learning and that of 

others. 

 

Attendance Policy 
 

In light of 76% of pupils being absent for 1 day or more in T5 and T6, the school has recently reviewed the 

attendance policy and school procedures which can be viewed on the school’s website. 

 

The table below shows the effect of low attendance across an academic year (190 teaching days). Attendance of 

90% for the whole year might sound quite respectable but when you realise that it amounts to four weeks of missed 

school and over 70 lost lessons, it becomes easier to see the connection between attendance and achievement. 

 
 

Risk Rating Percentage 

Attendance 

Days Missed Weeks Missed* Lessons Missed** 

Low 100% 0 0 0 

Low 97% 6* 1 24 

Medium 95% 9.5 2 38 

High 90% 19 4 76 

High 85% 28.5 6 114 

High 80% 38 8 152 

*Some figures have been rounded. 

** The number of lessons missed is calculated on the assumption that four lessons are taught per day. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Groups Attendance 
2018 /2019 

YTD 

Reception 94.6% 

Year 1 95.2% 

Year 2 94.0% 

Year 3 95.5% 

Year 4 95.6% 

Year 5 98.0% 

Year 6 96.5% 

Whole School 95.6% 

BANES Target  97.0% 
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School Dates 
 

Term Date Event  

 

Term 3 

7/1 Term 3 Starts 

10/01 Open Morning for 2019 reception children– please book appointment with school office 

11/01 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

 Class Open sessions -  TBC 

16/01 Sushi Workshop - 8-9:30pm 

17/01 After school café (3:15-4:30pm) 

25/01 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

1/02 Parents social 8pm-midnight New Oriel Hall 

8/02 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

14/02 Valentine’s mufti day 

14/02 After school café (3:15-4:30pm) 

15/02 Term 3 Ends 

Term Date Event 

 

 

 

Term 4 

25/02 INSET DAY  

26/02 Term 4 starts 

26/02 Parents Evening  

27/02 Parents Evening 

 Open Sessions TBC 

1/3 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

4/03 World book week 

7/03 Mufti day – world book theme 

7/03 After school café (3:15-4:30pm) and book sale 

15/03 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

17/03 Bath Fun Run 

19/03 Year 6 Lifeskills pm 

29/03 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

 Easter Service - TBC 

4/04 After school café (3:15-4:30pm) 

5/04 Term 4 ends 

Term Date Event 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 5 

23/04 Term 5 starts 

26/04 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

1/05 Mufti day 

1/05 May Day orienteering fun 4-6pm 

6/05 Bank Holiday 

10/05 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

13/05 SATS week 

16/05 After school café (3:15-4:30pm) 

24/05 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

24/5 Term 5 Ends 

Term Date Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/6 Term Starts 

3/6 Castle Coombe cycling evening 5:30pm 

7/06 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

 Yr6 Pilgrim Day: TBC 

 Open Sessions TBC 

15/06 School & Village Fete 
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Term 6  

 

 

 

 

 

21/06 Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

05/07  Café Swainswick (9 – 11am) 

26/06 New parent induction 6pm 

28/6 Sports Day (Day 1)  

5/7 Sports Day (Day 2)  

1st – 

3rd/7 

Year 5&6 camp PGL Liddington 

9/7 Oak Class Performance at the Rondo  

 Moving up day -TBC 

18/7 Leavers service 

18/7  After school café (3:15-4:30pm) 

22/7 INSET DAY 

23/7 INSET DAY 

23/7 Term Ends  
 

 

 

 

 
 


